
  It’s a strange word, Advent. It 
comes from the same root word 
from which we get “arrival” and 
“adventure”. For Church People 
like you and me, it means a time 
of preparation: we are preparing 
our homes and our church and our 
hearts. There are traditions and rit-
uals we each engage in, hoping to 
find that feeling that says for us that 
no matter how hard and cold the 
world may seem, God is With Us, 
which is, of course, what is meant 
by another strange word, Emman-
uel.

  This season (and this edition of 
The Epistle) is full of events—old 
and new—and people in our church 
who try to help each of us prepare 
for the Christ who comes again 
into our lives. In the early church, 
the Advent season was a season of 
penitence, much like Lent. Today, 
most of us mark the time between 
Thanksgiving and Christmas with 
holiday cheer, caroling, and hot 
chocolate. But we can still embrace 
the ancient tradition of waiting and 
reflection in anticipation of Christ.

  This year we began the season 
with a special service dedicated 
to the rich symbolism of Advent, 
a Hanging of the Greens service. 
Many churches observe this tra-
dition-to-explain-our-traditions. 
Ours was an intergenerational ser-
vice where we explored the history 
and meaning of symbols like ev-
ergreens, poinsettias, candles, and 
trees that guide us through this sea-
son, all the way to Bethlehem. 

  May you find all the gifts of this 
holy season of preparing: Hope, 
Peace, Joy, and Love.

Grace Happens,

Pastor Tony

“We are called to be a community of generosity and love where we invite others to join us in
 becoming disciples of Jesus Christ for the good of the world.”
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AT THE GATE
  

There’s a lot of hustle and bustle during the holiday season: we start making 
lists and checking them twice, making sure we remember which kinds of 
books our nieces like, or whether we bought that same scarf for the mother-
in-law last year. Despite our frantic everyday lives, we are called as Chris-
tians to remember that the greatest gift of all is the gift of Christ. As you plan 
your Christmas giving, I encourage you to consider reasons to give an end-
of-the-year gift to St. Paul’s:

  *** We give because God first gave to us (9 John 3:16)
  *** We give because we love God
  *** We give because that is what Christians always do (Acts 2:44-45)
  *** We give because that’s what Methodists do:
    Earn all you can.
    Save all you can.
    Give all you can. (John Wesley)
  *** We give to make ministry and mission happen.
  *** We give because, together, we can do what no individual can do on their own.

  SO… if you’re wondering what to buy for the family member who has everything, consider making a gift 
to the church in their name. 

The New Youth Ministries Team
Welcome!
Youth Ministries Director: D’Anne Green
Began her service at St. Paul’s when she began singing with Grace Multiplied in the spring in 2000. Since 
then she has served as a BLISS teacher, Sunday School teacher, Children’s Christmas Pageant Director, 
Children’s Choir Director, Vacation Bible School Leader, Preschool Council Chair, MOPS Coordinator, 
and was on staff for 3 years creating the Worship Presentations for services. D’Anne and Andrew, her hus-
band of 19+ years, have two boys. Nicholas is 12 years old and a 7th grader, Taylor is an almost 10 year 
old 4th grader. D’Anne still sings with the band regularly and volunteers in many other areas at St. Paul’s. 
In her free time, she is an artist and aspiring writer. 

Youth Ministries Administrator: Connie Jo Carroll 
Came to St. Paul’s via the Preschool, which is also where she met D’Anne. They have worked together 
many times over their 9+ year friendship, including MOPS, VBS and Grace Multiplied. Connie Jo and 
husband Peter have two Children, McKenna is a 13 year old 8th grader, and Eamon is a 5th grader who 
just turned 11. Connie Jo sings with Grace Multiplied regularly and off campus is a Registered Nurse 
working for TUSD at three different schools. In her free time, she is a Tea Connoisseur as well as a Scrap-
booking crafter and teacher.

Youth Ministries Intern: Rachel Auth
Is a Pima Community College Student studying Social Work. She has been volunteering with the Youth 
Group for almost a year and has a special connection to the youth as she is so recently removed from that 
age herself. Rachel has a delightful young son, Adrian, who just turned 1 year old. Rachel has a gift for 
recognizing when youth are struggling and coming to their aid. She has been an amazing mentor for the 
youth.

UPCOMING SERMONS
Advent Series: Darkness and Light

  This verse runs throughout the Bible: “The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light,” in 
Isaiah 9:2, Matthew 4:15, John 8:12, and Acts 26:18, to name a few. The imagery of light and darkness 
are prevalent not only in scripture but in faiths and cultures around the world. Throughout Advent we 
will examine more deeply what that means and might mean for us as a people of the living God and Dis-
ciples of the Christ, the one who is that light.

Advent 1
November 27th- “Night Light”
Isaiah 59:9-10; Mark 1:1-8

People who possess the light are also called to share it. I was moved by my oldest 
daughter’s courage and generosity to give up her night light to her little sister.

Advent 2
December 4th - “A Candle in the Window” 
Psalm 112:1, 4-6; Luke 8:16-17 

The purpose of light is to witness to the lost and broken, to witness to Christ. Are 
we true “reflections” of that light? What might that mean?

Advent 3
December 11th- From S.A.D. to Joy” 
Isaiah 9:2-7; John 8:12

Light is often associated with healing. For those coping with Seasonal Affective 
Disorder, light can have great therapeutic value on a physiological level. For all 
of us, Christ—the light of the world—brings healing and JOY. 
Special Musical Event: HarpFusion at 11:00 am and 5:30 pm

Advent 4
December 18th- “Embracing the Darkness- Guest Pastor Ed Bonneau” 
Isaiah 56:6-7; Luke 2:29-32

Light and Dark are powerful symbols, but they are just that—symbols. The Dark 
can be beautiful, like the night sky: beautiful with all its billions of stars shining 
is still mostly darkness, in fact one might say it is the dark that makes the light 
visible, beautiful. 

New Year’s Day- January 1st
Join us for a joyful service at 10:30 am 
led by Grace Multiplied

Pack-a-thon Sunday!- January 8th 
Note service times at 8:00 am and 9:30 
am only

Christmas Eve- December 24th 
See back cover for Christmas Eve Ser-
vice details

Christmas Day- December 25th 
A traditional service of hymns, carols, 
and fellowship, 10:30 am only
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS COFFEE

Epistle Editorial: Andrew Sonnleitner’s 2016 Stuffed 
Animal Drive

  St. Paul’s United Methodist Women annually sponsor an ecumen-
ical Christmas Coffee. Since 1972 the Christmas Coffee has been 
a wonderful way to begin the holiday season. We honor Christ’s 
birth by focusing on the reason we celebrate, and by singing to-
gether the familiar carols we love. We extend invitations to women 
from churches on the east side of Tucson, and Methodist churches 
all over Tucson, as well as the South District UMW officers.

  St. Paul’s UMW members begin planning the theme of the Christmas Coffee program and decorations 
early in the fall. Members sign up to bring breads, muffins, scones, and sandwiches. Fruit, crackers, and 
cheeses are added to the menu. It is one of the highlights of our year, and we like to make it a joyful fel-
lowship opportunity for all who attend.

  A wonderful boutique accompanies the coffee, with many beautiful items having been donated for the 
sale. This year there is a large selection of Christmas decorations for sale. Guests are invited to come early 
to browse and purchase the items on display.

  This year’s Christmas Coffee theme is angels. The program will begin at 9:30 a.m. on Tuesday, December 
6, 2016 in Brummet Hall. Be sure to come early to find a seat and check out the boutique.

  Last week, I got the chance to interview Andrew Sonnleitner, a remarkably thoughtful young man with 
truly heartening intentions, about the creation of his stuffed animal drive. 

  Two years ago, Andrew witnessed a car accident. He became perceptive of the troubles and sadness some 
families must endure, and rather than simply be thankful for his blessings, he decided to do something. 

  “I want to help people in situations when they’re sad or scared,” Andrew remarked, and help he most 
certainly has. Last year, the stuffed animal drive collected over 750 stuffed animals for first responders and 
family courts. After a family court judge texted his mother and told the stories of those his stuffed animals 
had comforted, Andrew decided to make the drive an annual occasion.

  When asked about these stories, Andrew was more than happy to elaborate. “One family had walked 
across the border and asked for help from border patrol. The head of the family was 12 years old and 
worked at a factory where she only earned 24 cents a day. She had two siblings to take care of; one of them 
was a baby brother. They were so happy to receive a stuffed animal of mine.”

  This year, Andrew’s goal is 800 stuffed animals, and the drive continues through December. Please do 
what you can to give what you can to this noble cause. I think we can all agree: when times are tough, it’s 
the little comforts that get us through the day.

Special Thanks

PACKATHON 2017 – 
A FIVE YEAR TRADITION
  We are called to be a community of generosity and love…….so 
begins our St. Paul’s Mission Statement. Five years ago, we started 
a new tradition: our annual Packathon!

  January 1, 2012 it all began when we packaged 20,000 meals. To 
accomplish this, we raised $5,000 ($.25 per meal) and signed up 
over 300 volunteers. We were blessed with so many excited vol-
unteers that we completed the packing in less than 30 minutes. All 
meals were sent to Haiti. We learned two things during our first 
event; 1.) We could easily pack more meals and 2.) We wanted to feed our local community too. The fol-
lowing year we packaged 40,000 meals by raising $10,000 and sent half to Haiti and kept half in Tucson. 
We were blessed with so many volunteers that we finished in less than an hour. During our second event, 
we learned two things; 1.) We could pack more meals and 2.) We realized the need in Tucson was bigger 
than ever. 

  The next two years (2014 and 2015) we packaged 50,000 meals by raising $12,500 and delivered all 
meals to local agencies in Tucson. Our goal was to package these meals in approximately one hour which 
required 400 volunteers. We enlisted the support of the Arizona Star and local TV stations and this public-
ity brought in over 100 volunteers (each year) from the bigger Tucson community in addition to the great 
turnout from our St. Paul’s community. Our goals were achieved!

  This year our Packathon is scheduled for Sunday January 8, 2017 with worship services at 8:00 AM and 
9:30 AM and the packing event at 10:30 AM. We are excited as this year we have new Co-Chairs; Debbie 
Spohn and Shirley Maddox. We will be packing 50,000 meals and will once again need to raise $12,500 
to purchase the meals and will need 400 volunteers to complete this effort in approximately one hour. The 
meals will stay in Tucson and be given to the Salvation Army and Casa Maria. Lunch will be served after-
wards in Brummet Hall. 

  Christmas Gift Cards are being sold to help us raise the money. You can purchase as many meals ($.25 
per meal) as you’d like for that person who has everything. What a perfect way to say Merry Christmas; 
feeding a hungry child in their honor! Stop by the Packathon Table on Sunday mornings between services 
to buy Gift Cards and to volunteer for the event.
  Please plan to join our five year annual tradition and help us live our Mission Statement as we welcome 
in the New Year.

  A total of 550 adults and children attended our Halloween Daze Event on October 30. This was the big-
gest attendance EVER!  Thank you to all who donated books and candy and to our volunteers who sup-
ported this event; we could not do this without you.  A special thank you goes to our leaders; Linda Jones, 
Wendy Parks and Sue Rose. 

  Our Silent Auction on November 6 was a success!  Over $9500 was raised and will be applied to the 
debt on the Billy and Ann Still Life Center. Thank you to all who donated items and to all who attended 
and purchased items!!  Thank you to all of our wonderful volunteers who supported this event; we could 
not do this without you.  A SPECIAL THANK YOU goes to our Silent Auction Team who began meeting 
in June!!   THANK YOU to Glee McCauley, Joan Meyer, Sharon Jordan, Susan Van Ert, Katy Lamb 
and Dena Wakefield. Thank you to Linda Jones for leading the kitchen team and to Nancy Dryden, 
D’Ann Hunt and Sally Knapp for setting up and monitoring the auction along with the Silent Auction 
Team. 

Condolences To...
  Our condolences to the family and friends of Walter Henderson; he passed away on November 16th. 
  Our condolences to the family of Shirley Ball; she passed away on November 17th.
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WORSHIP 
SUNDAY SERVICES

8:00 A.M.
Traditional

9:30 A.M.
Contemporary

11:00 A.M.
Traditional

SAVE THE DATES

Traditional Christmas Eve Service
11:00 am in the Sanctuary
Come celebrate Christ’s birth singing traditional hymns 
led by the Early Bird Choir
Christmas Eve Potluck
12:15 pm in the Life Center
Celebrate the blessed day with our community. Please 
bring a main dish, side, or dessert to share.
Candlelight Nativity Service
5:00 pm in the Sanctuary
This family-centered candlelight service will feature a 
retelling of the Nativity story, and is open to all children 
who want to participate.
Contemporary Candlelight Service
7:00 pm in the Sanctuary
Sing familiar tunes and worship with our own band, 
Grace Multiplied, as we reflect on Christ’s miraculous 
birth.
Candlelight Communion Service
11:00 pm in the Sanctuary
Experience the mystery as we welcome in Christmas 
Day with music, communion, and candlelight.

• Hanging of the Greens Service – 11/27
 5:00 pm; Sanctuary

• UMW Christmas Coffee – 12/6
 9:30 am; Brummet Hall

• HarpFusion Christmas Concert – 12/11
 11:00 am & 5:30 pm; Sanctuary

• Christmas Day Worship – 12/25
 10:30 am; Sanctuary
 11:15 am Fellowship; Brummet Hall

• Pac-a-thon – 1/8/2017
 10:30 am; Life Center

For more details on upcoming events, visit
www.stpaulsumctucson.org.

Christmas Eve Services

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED


