
  This edition of our newsletter is de-
voted to stewardship. Many people 
are put off when the topic turns to $, 
but the truth is that Jesus taught more 
about money than anything else in 
the Scripture! He knew that if we get 
our minds and hearts and habits right 
about money, a great many other parts 
of our lives fall into place:

  In other words, if we want to know 
what our life is really about; see 
where your money is spent. Steward-
ship is about more than our money, 
it’s also about our time and talent, our 
prayers and presence, and our witness 
(from the vows of membership, Unit-
ed Methodist Book of Discipline). 
We are asking you to commit of these 
qualities and efforts, as well. In the 
end, stewardship is the understanding 
and covenant we make with God to be 
responsible for all that God has given 
and entrusted to us for the building up 
of what Jesus called the “Kingdom of 
God”.

  This is a private and personal mat-
ter, for each person, and family to do; 
but it is also something we do togeth-
er as a church, a faith community. It 
is necessary and vital to our planning 
process that we each do our part, and 
make our best pledge to the ministry 
of this church Jesus has called us to. 

In this edition, and elsewhere, we will 
do our best to give you the best infor-
mation we can to help you make that 
pledge. But, also know that the staff, 
myself, our lay leaders will do our 
best to get you whatever information 
you need to make your commitment.

  This year, in addition to the annu-
al pledge for our ministry, we are 
including an additional challenge to 
you for a THREE-YEAR PLEDGE 
for debt/mortgage reduction towards 
the $1.2 million we still owe on the 
Billy and Ann Still Life Center. If we 
can raise just an additional $300,000, 
we could pay off some considerable 
notes, increase our cash flow, and give 
us leverage to renegotiate a new mort-
gage with our primary lender (The 
United Methodist Foundation in New 
York).

  These are the goals of Stewardship 
and Finance Teams:

1. To subscribe sufficient pledges for 
a  balanced budget that will meet our 
commitments here locally, in the com-
munity, and globally as well.

2. That in our communication always 
we strive to be as open and accurate 
as possible.

3. We give everyone in our church 
family, regardless of ability, the 
chance to make a commitment to this 
God-given calling and opportunity.

STEWARDSHIP

“For where your treasure is, 
there will your heart be also.”

--Jesus in Matthew 6:21

FEBRUARY 2016
T H E  E P I S T L E

“We are called to be a community of generosity and love where we invite others to join us in
 becoming disciples of Jesus Christ for the good of the world.”

  Health Fair

  Upward Sports

  Harp Choir



A WORD FROM OUR 
STEWARDSHIP CHAIR
  We are now into the month where we are called to prayerfully 
consider how we will support the missions and life of St. Paul’s 
in terms of our personal involvement and financial commitment. 

  St. Paul’s is definitely “here for good” as witnessed by the 
many caring things we do for each other and by the multitude of 
projects we engage in for the good of our community and “for 
the good of the world”.

  Pastor Tony will be exploring what the word “good” means 
during his February sermons. As we listen we might want to 
mentally enumerate the many ways our congregation mani-
fests the goodness we are encouraged to do and ponder how St. 
Paul’s has met this challenge for more than half a century. 

  We are facing a real challenge to continue to be “here for good” in 2016 and beyond. To 
continue to serve at our present level we will need to increase our collective giving by ap-
proximately $55. Apart from that we are facing a very real need to reduce our debt for the 
Life Center by $300,000 over the next three years. Doing this will free us up to do more 
goodness for a very needy world. 

  I have spoken with many members during this stewardship campaign about their reasons 
for being here and have marveled at the ways and manners in which Christ’s mandates are 
accomplished here. I hear from people who came to Christ when someone took the time to 
show them they care and how they have subsequently grown in their faith and moved on 
to spread the love of Jesus. I hear how the ever-present feeling of Christian fellowship here 
motivates them to serve. To many, St. Paul’s is their home away from home. 

  During each service there will be a video of fellow members responding to the following 
questions:
  1. What do you like about St. Paul’s?
  2. Why do you keep coming back?
  3. What is your dream for St. Paul’s?

  If you see me around the Church, flag me down; I would enjoy placing you and your 
thoughts in the video as well. I always carry my camera with me.

  Please feel free to contact anyone on the stewardship committee if you have questions or 
concerns. The team consists of: Dave Beeson, George Puckett, Dena Wakefield, Della Ellis, 
and Vance Luke. Pastor Tony and Nancy Scott also meet with us on a weekly basis. 

  Commitment Card Sunday will be on March, 6, 2016.  Prior to that, please prayerfully con-
sider your commitment to the St. Paul’s, as we definitely need to know what kind of support 
we, as a church, will have as we plan for the coming year. 

  In Christ’s service,
  Vance Luke
  



UPCOMING SERMONS

February 10th- Ash Wednesday
Matthew 6:1-8

How does one “survive” lent?

February 7th- “Calling It ‘Good’ ” 
Genesis 1:29-2:3

What does it mean when God said of creation 
that it was very “good,’ and that there was a 
seventh day, where God hallowed it?

February 14th- “Why Do You Call Me 
‘Good?’ ”
Matthew 19:16-22

When ‘good’ gets in the way...

February 21st- “Good to the End: Legacy” 
Psalm 23:1-6

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 
all the days of my life. How can I live so that 
‘goodness’ actually ‘shall follow me?’

February 28th- “Doing Good” 
I John 3:11, 15-18

What ‘good’ are good intentions when we nev-
er act on them while we have life?

March 6th- “God’s Good Gift” 
John 3:16-17

Commitment Sunday

  “Here For Good” is the theme of 
our campaign. “Good,” of course, 
can and does mean to us several 
things: what we do as service, what 
we are as character, and that we are 
here TO STAY as a commitment to a 
lasting legacy

  We are a part of God’s unfolding 
dream for the redemption of the 
world through Christ. 

  We do a great deal of “Good” here 
at St. Paul’s: we help a lot of people, 
and we help make a better world for 
many. We are not here to serve our-
selves alone, and what we are about 
as a church requires us to live not 
just for today, but to do our best for 
those who come after us.

STEWARD-
SHIP

TIMELINE

January 31st - 
Stewardship Kickstart

...

March 6th-
Commitment Sunday

Here for Good



PHOTO GALLERY

  Doesn’t this just tug on your harp-strings?

  

  

  Salvation Army Hospitality House  (Victor)   

  

  Upward  Sports  Cheerliading

  Children’s  Pageant  2015   School  Supply  Drive  2015



  All  packed  up!  (Larry  Young)

  Packathon 2015   Picacho Peak   Savvy  Seniors  Tour  2015

  Packathon  2015

  Children’s  Pageant  2015

  Harp Choir

  Crop Walk



More Than Money

“We will give of our time, talent, treasure, prayers, presence, and our witness.”
 --membership vows of the United Methodist Church

  “The Covenant Council has enthusiastically declared that 2016 
is to be the Year of Service at St. Paul’s UMC.  During this 
year’s Stewardship Campaign, you will have an opportunity to 
commit to the area(s) where you are called to serve.”

  Susie Goad
  St. Paul’s UMC Covenant Council Chair

Stewardship is more than money!

1. Think of yourself as a manager of a trust.

2. Think of each day as an opportunity for effective stewardship.

3. Think of money as a means to an end, not the end itself.

St. Paul’s United Methodist Church Expectations of Members:

Grow
We expect our members to be committed to at least one intentional activity that leads to spiritual growth.

Worship
We expect our members to be in worship once a week, unless sick or out of town.

Connect
We expect our members to join a small group.

.
Give
We expect our members to make a financial commitment to the church.

Year of Service



7 BIBLICAL TRUTHS
ABOUT STEWARDSHIP
1. Stewardship of the highest order is revealed through trustworthi-
ness and faithfulness. (I Corinthians 4:21; Galatians 5:22)

2. Stewardship is reciprocal and proportional. (I Corinthians 16:2; II 
Corinthians 8:13-15)

3. Stewardship demands desire and determination. (II Corinthians 8:3, 10)

4. Stewardship is attitude and action. (II Corinthians 8:11-12, 9:7)

5. Stewardship lived out has great influence. (II Corinthians 9:10)

6. Stewardship is guided by generosity. (II Corinthians 9:2)

7. Stewardship is governed by incontrovertible laws.

“As you sow, so shall you reap.”
--Galatians 6:7
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WORSHIP 
SUNDAY SERVICES

8:00 A.M.
Traditional

9:30 A.M.
Contemporary

11:00 A.M.
Traditional

SAVE THE DATES
• Super Sundays - 1/31
 12:00-2:00 pm; Life Center

• Confirmation Classes Begin - 2/7
 11:00 am; North Shalom

• Spring Break Food Drive - 2/7-3/13
 

• Wonderful Wednesdays Dinner - 2/7
 5:30 pm; Brummet Hall

• Rodeo Daze Luncheon - 2/25
 11:30 am-1:30 pm; Brummet Hall

• Stewardship Commitment Sunday - 3/6
 All Worship Services

For more details on upcoming events, visit 
www.stpaulsumctucson.org.

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

  Join us Tuesdays from 6:30-8:30 pm for Square 
Dancing in Brummet Hall. Caller Rick Gittelman 
leads us as a part of St. Paul’s Sports Ministries. 
No experience required. $6 per person or $15 for a 
family.

Square Dancing


